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ABSTRACT

The Influence and Significance of the Veneration of Saintess
and Female Martyrs in the Modern Korean Catholic Church

Choi, Seon-Hye

Historian

The purpose of this study is to examine the influence and significance
of the veneration of Saintess and female martyrs in the modern Korean
Catholic Church on the perception and activity of female Catholic.

After freedom of Faith, the church launched the veneration of Saints
and Martyr in earnest, and in the process, learning and veneration of Saint-
ess and female martyrs took place. For the first time in Korean history, an
unprecedented change is taking place where women are placed in the ob-
ject that everyone should respect regardless of gender, status, or status. The
Church emphasized that there is no distinction between men and women in
the practice of Faith just as the gender of the person to be honored is mean-
ingless. Women Catholic understood the modern values taught by Catholi-
cism and voluntarily practiced them, creating social effects.

The church actively publicize the effort of women Catholic through
media publications as examples of model believers. It is noteworthy that,
the wealth, talents, and activities that a woman devoted herself to were her
own abilities and choices. Women carried out activities that received public

recognition from the church as ‘exemplary believers’ rather than as ‘female



believers’.

In the modern Catholic church, women have expanded their efforts in
the public sphere based on the church with their own abilities and choices.
In addition, the modern Catholic Church’s policy toward women served as
a catalyst for women to expand their efforts in the public domain through
the church. This change can be seen as a notable sign of maturity of the
Catholic Church and of Korean society. It is a major modern indicator that

the Catholic Church has blossomed.

Key words : Veneration of Saintess, Female Martyr, Veneration of female
martyr, The Korean Catholic Church, Exemplary Female

Catholic in Korea, Korean Catholic Women’s History



