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{Abstract)

Bishop Larribeau’s Pastoral Activities
in the Diocese of Daejeon

Kim Soo-tae

Professor, Chungnam National University

Bishop Adrien-Joseph Larribeau(1883-1974) was an unusual figure in the
history of the Korean Catholic Church, who took charge of the two dioceses,
Seoul and Daejeon. He was a missionary with an unique history of resigning
from the diocesan of Seoul and became a parish priest. Then later became
the diocesan of Daejeon.

Currently, there have been not much of meaning given toward the Bishop
Larribeau's pastoral activities. However, Bishop Larribeau, whom attended
the 2nd Vatican Council, should be understood as a progressive bishop who
carried out pastoral activities while constantly searching for what is beneficial
to the Korean Catholic Church in the times and society in which he lived.

In May 1948, the Dajeon Diocese, with the Paris Foreign Missions Society
in charge of, was newly established and Larribeau became the diocesan
bishop. However, very complicated processes followed until the Daejeon
Diocese became practically independent. It can be seen from the fact that his
appointment as the diocesan was an acting position. Therefore, he put great
effort at properly operating the Daejeon diocese as an independent diocese

until 1958.
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Meanwhile, Bishop Larribeau hoped that young and progressive
missionaries would enter Korea, and insisted that their mission is to make
Korean Catholic church by the Koreans. For this reason, he took great efforts
in training of Korean priests, and in 1965 he handed over the diocesan to
a Korean priest, successfully ending his historical role in the history of the
Korean Catholic Church. Now, based on his efforts, the Daejeon diocese can

take a leap toward a new era.

Keywords : Bishop Larribeau, Pastoral Activities, Diocese of Daejeon,

Missionary, Korean Catholic Church
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